Gonococcal ophthalmia neonatorum ceased to be a public health problem once silver nitrate ocular prophylaxis was systematically introduced early this century. In industrialised countries the condition lost its blinding character in the 1940s when penicillin became generally available.
With the emergence and spread of penicillinase- The patients were treated with a single intramuscular injection of cefotaxime 100 mg/kg, without topical antibiotics. Mothers received a single dose of spectinomycin 2 g intramuscularly as epidemiological treatment.
The infants were examined by an ophthalmologist (KP) before and after treatment to monitor eventual corneal complications. A follow-up examination was planned for 3 and 7 days after the day of treatment, and conjunctival swabs were taken for control cultures.
Results
Characteristics of the nine patients and results of antimicrobial therapy are summarised in Table 1 . Their ages ranged from 2 to 36 days with a median age of 9 days. Four infants were male and five female. All the patients presented with a purulent ocular discharge, which was bilateral in seven of the nine. One presented with gonococcal ophthalmia neonatorum and a purulent otitis media; cefotaxime treatment was continued for five days in this case.
Five out of the nine isolates proved to be PPNG strains. All nine patients were clinically cured without any residual eye damage. Moreover, all followup cultures were negative for N. gonorrhoeae.
Single-dose cefotaxime intramuscularly cures gonococcal ophthalmia neonatorum 
